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LENDING A HAND
AND CRANE

THE BOHNE FOUNDATION IS DEDICATED TO
COMFORTING THE DESTITUTE, ENCOURAGING THE
HOPELESS AND AIDING THE NEEDIEST MEMBERS OF THE
GLOBAL COMMUNITY
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ow can a community
grow to become better
and better throughout
the years? Residents,
neighbors and friends
give back to it. Through the valiant
efforts of community members lending
a hand to enhance hometowns, the
community not only becomes more
close-knit, but also flourishes and fosters
a caring environment in which everyone
has each others’ backs.
As the president and CEO of Imperial
Crane, B.J. Bohne works tooth-and-nail,
like many in the community, running one
of the largest crane rental companies in
the world with his brother Lance. Bohne
grew up watching his late father, John,
who founded Imperial Crane, along with
being a leader in the community. Bohne
said the philanthropic spirit of observing
his father provide food for families in
need and financing a project to re-roof
a church inspired him to continue his
legacy.
In February 2013, Bohne visited
Uganda, and left touched, impacted and
fired up to take action. This led to the
creation of the non-profit organization,
the Bohne Foundation.
“Reliving his (my father’s) American
success story and his humble generosity
encouraged me to start the Bohne
Foundation, and continue his spirit of
helping others who are less fortunate,”
Bohne said.
Since its launch, the Bohne
Foundation has aided the immediate
community and spread service throughout
the world. Bohne has donated funds to
medical research through the Muscular
Dystrophy Association, has supported
the Peacemakers League of Chicago, has
promoted programs to assist missionaries
and church-building programs across the
globe, and the foundation drilled the first
water-well in Uganda, providing people
with access to clean water.
Another cause the Bohne Foundation
supports is SOS Family Village in the
Chicagoland area. This organization
works with children from abusive or
neglectful families to have a space to be
supported. SOS is known for its efforts

to keep biological siblings together as
they heal.
“This amazing organization works
to keep families together, and boasts a
100 percent high-school graduation rate
among its children,” Bohne said. “The
Bohne Foundation is blessed to have
been able to buy Christmas presents
every year for all of the children at SOS,
and provide Thanksgiving dinners to all
of the families.”
The foundation has become a success
due to the work of Bohne, his family,
his friends and employees at Imperial
Crane.
“Nothing satisfies [Bohne] more
than seeing the smile on the faces of
those he helps,” said Gina Kaktis,
marketing director for Imperial Crane.
“B.J. never expects anything in return.
He is extremely giving, and is always
looking out for the needs of others.”
To fundraise for the foundation, a
golf outing will take place on Sept. 25 at
Oak Brook Golf Club. All are welcome
to donate and participate.
“The first year we had the event,
we put it together in a couple of weeks,
and had 12 foursomes raising about
$10,000,” Bohne said. “This year, we
anticipate we will have 36 foursomes
and will raise [more than] $50,000 that
we can put right to work helping others
and changing lives.”
Volunteering may be hereditary
for the Bohne family. B.J. carries his
father’s torch of philanthropy, and his
daughter Kailey dreams of owning her
own orphanage in the future.
“Our biggest motivation is just to
encourage others to give back—whatever
that cause may be,” Bohne said. “We
have been extremely blessed, and are
very fortunate to be able to make a
difference in others’ lives.” n
To learn more about the Bohne
Foundation or to make a donation, visit
www.thebohnefoundation.com.

